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The musical madrigal of the Renaissance is closely connected with the name by Pet-

rarch. Exactly in 16th century composers took an unprecedented interest in his poems and 
poems by his numerous followers — petrarchists. 

This article is devoted to three madrigals. Two of these are settings of the 310th sonnet 
by Petrarch «Zefiro torna e’l bel tempo rimena» by L. Marenzio and C. Monteverdi. The 
third (also by C. Monteverdi) is a setting of the sonnet-imitation by O. Rinuccini «Zefiro 
torna e di soavi accenti». In the article these works are analyzed to find similarities and 
differences in themes, form and treatment of the poem — to understand, if the madrigal 
by Marenzio, written earlier, was a model to two madrigals by Monteverdi, and to deter-
mine a place by every of these works in the evolution of madrigal. 
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