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The ways of penetrating the European tradition into Vietnamese music are
considered. The following possible ways of the first contacts of European and
Vietnamese musical cultures are established: through the work of evangelists, the
military music of the French occupation forces, the training of Vietnamese musicians in
Europe, distribution of cinema, radio and sound recording. The introduction of the
European tradition took place in several stages: the earliest — the XVII century; at the
turn of the 19th and 20th centuries, when alien influences were not accepted and
provoked a protest, later, in the first half of the 20th century, a process of gradual
adoption and development of European forms of music was under way. With the
outbreak of World War II, the so-called «modern» period of the development of
Vietnamese music opens. In the period from 1955 to 1975, South Vietnam was
completely liberated from the American aggressors, the cultural exchange between the
East and the West greatly expanded due to the perception and study of the culture of the
socialist countries of the world, mainly the USSR and China. At the turn of XX-XXI, a
new period in the development of academic music in Vietnam begins. It marks the deep
penetration of the European tradition by Vietnamese musicians and the emergence of
world-class musical works.
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