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Rachmaninoff’s social position and music are examined in the context of the Russian 

revolutionary movement in the early 20th century. Documents testifying to 
Rachmaninoff’s participation in the Russian artists protest actions in 1905 and his 
unacceptance of both Russian revolutions of 1917 are analyzed.  

Rachmaninoff’s position is correlated with some notable philosophers’ ideas about 
the role of the Russian intelligentsia in the revolutionary movement. These ideas are 
represented in the collections of papers «Vekhi» («The Milestones», 1908) and «Iz 
glubinï» («From Depths» or «De profundis», 1918). It is supposed that Rachmaninov’s 
works indirectly reflect the same ideas of warning and accusation. 

In contrast to innovative trends in Russian art, Rachmaninoff saw in the common 
aspiration to the radical renewal of Russian life only a danger of troubles and 
annihilation. In his music (for example, in the First Symphony, Études-tableaux, «The 
Bells») one can hear an alarm warning about the future. In his works Rakhmaninoff also 
reflects the idea of duality of Russian spirit suggested by the authors of «Vekhi» and  «Iz 
glubinï». This duality defines the Rachmaninoff’s individual way of using the method of 
«transformation of musical themes» for instance, converting lyrical themes into the 
ominous symbol Dies irae.  

Keywords: Rachmaninoff, Russian revolution, collection of papers «Vekhi», «De 
profundis», alarm warning, transformation of musical themes. 
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