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The article is devoted to the consideration of the dramatic concept of the Fourth Symphony by A.G. Schnittke, 
illustrating the implementation of sacred themes in the genre of the symphony. As a conceptual line of the work, the 
author chooses the content of the Old and New Testaments. The composition, created on the basis of the prayer rule 
of the «Rosary» of the Catholic tradition, combines chants that refer to synagogue singing and chants of Christian 
denominations. When considering the dramatic concept of Schnittke's symphony, the author turns to a complex 
approach (program design, drama, composition, thematism), which contributes to a deeper insight into the semantic 
realities of the work. 
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