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This article is an introduction to a series of publications examining the development of national music cultures 
in Central Asia. There are the problems expressed in music during the formation of identities to the form of «Soviet 
nations» in the regions of the Russo-Muslim East is outlined. The importance of singling out different historical layers 
(ethnic, traditionally-Islamic, Russian-European, Soviet) in the music of Turkic peoples, including Azerbaijan, is 
emphasized. Particular attention is paid to the specifics of the Soviet concept of internationalism. The conflict in 
civilizational musical layers of culture and the mismatch of pre-Soviet and Soviet ethnography were highlighted. 
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