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The article holds memories about an outstanding teacher, educator and a unique personality 

— Vera D. Nyrkova, Professor of the Piano Department. The contribution commemorates the first 
anniversary of her death.  

The author takes different perspectives to analyse Prof. Nyrkova’s creative profile and personal 
traits, i.e. her capacity as a piano teacher, a music educator, and a wise tutor. The author of this 
article had the honor of studying in Nyrkova’s class during her time as a student at the Gnessins 
Russian Academy of Music. We stayed on friendly terms and continued our creative exchange 
even after my graduation. 

The article focuses on Prof Nyrkova’s work with non-pianist students: her professional aims 
and the choice of the repertoire. The article quotes Vera Nyrkova who speaks about her profession, 
her teachers, educational efforts and creativity. Special mention is given to her view on training a 
performing musicologist. She dedicated her life to teaching piano and sharing knowledge about 
music; she left many writings which clearly communicate her position on educational issues, 
lecturing skills and educational efforts. 
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