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The subject of this article is Petr Tchaikovsky’s unfinished Symphony in E Flat Major, its 

reworking into Concerto №3 for piano and orchestra, and the attempts to reconstruct the 
Symphony in the 1950s and 2000s. By examining Tchaikovsky’s correspondence, the article 
tracks the trajectory of his work, beginning with the conception of the «Life» Symphony in 1891 
and finishing in 1893 with the composition of the 6th Symphony. The role of the unfinished 
Symphony in E Flat Major in this process, its connection to the project of «Life» Symphony, and 
the fate of the materials of the unfinished Symphony after its abandonment by the composer are 
discussed. The article surveys the remaining sketches of the Symphony and the Piano Concerto 
based on it. Additionally, the author examines the initial attempts at creating an orchestral 
concerto version of the symphony in the 1950s by S. Bogatyrev and retells his own experiences 
with reconstructing the symphony in 2005–2006. The article draws conclusions regarding the 
feasibility of completing the Symphony and performing it in concert, and proves the possibility of 
restoring practically the complete original score of its first movement. 
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